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January 27, 2021 

 

Dear Secretary Cohen; 

Orange County Schools (OCS) is working to reopen school buildings under state guidance 

for Plan B and with the support of the Orange County Health Department and the ABC 

Science Collaborative. While many districts are electing to delay the return of all students, 

OCS continues to take incremental steps back into classrooms. 

Our Pre-K and inclusion EC students returned to school buildings last fall, and teachers and 

staff returned to their buildings in December. Our Kindergarten and First Graders returned to 

classrooms this week in Plan B. 

As we look to expand our reopening while the prevalence of Covid 19 is still high in the 

community, we face challenges due to staff illnesses and quarantines. This, among other 

concerns, puts our reopening plan at risk.  

We are asking you to value our teachers and staff like essential workers and accelerate 

access to Covid 19 vaccines for them. We need a vaccine allocation for 1,000 employees. 

If Orange County Schools can vaccinate our teachers and staff expeditiously, we can 

improve their safety and confidence, and allow them to focus on our students. Without 

vaccinations, we are asking teachers to take the same risks as essential workers without the 

same protections. 

The CDC has prioritized education workers. However, education workers have fallen further 

down the list in North Carolina with the move to currently vaccinate all adults over the age 

of 65. There are 22,000 people over 65 who await vaccination in Orange County. According 

to the CDC, NC has released 38% of its available vaccine doses.   

We ask that you release the necessary doses of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine to the Orange 

County Health Department, specifically for the vaccination of OCS staff so that we can 

welcome our students back into classrooms, where we are better able to deliver their 

education and support their mental and physical wellbeing. 

OCS is fortunate to have access to physicians and other credentialed medical professionals 

willing to organize and manage a local “vaccination blitz.” We are prepared to immediately 

provide everything required for vaccinating our staff once we have the vaccines.  

We need your help. Our health department needs access to a designated vaccine supply and 

permission to work with OCS to offer vaccination to every staff member.  Without your 

help, we risk delaying this critical return to school for months more, and the most vulnerable 

children in our county are waiting. 

Thank you for your service to our state during this unprecedented crisis.  

Sincerely, 

 

Hillary MacKenzie 

(919) 619-0833 

 

 

 


